
Melksham Area Waterways Group
 (a theme group within MCAP)

Notes on meeting held at The Riverside Club
on Wednesday 31st March 2010

Present: Colin Goodhind – (interim) chair Apologies: Jon Glover
Chris Holden Geoff Carr
Steve Petty
Colin Fletcher
Kath Hatton
Brian De’ath
John Ward
Terri Welch – left early for another meeting
Richard Wiltshire – left early for another meeting

Matters arising: Ian asked for clarification on the water supply figures mentioned 
by Ken Oliver at the previous meeting and Colin suggested that 
Ken would be asked for this at the next meeting as he had already 
reserved the two dates being considered.  Ian and Gill also re-
iterated that they didn’t feel the consultation should go ahead until 
more details were available but all other members felt it was 
important to conduct it prior to further effort and cost being put 
into detail. John made the point that if an issue wasn’t agreed to be 
insurmountable then it should be considered possible and 
included.

Discussed: Terms of Reference

Terms of Reference being worked on and draft will be circulated 
as soon as possible.

Group membership

Colin confirmed that invitations for new members were being 
included wherever possible.

Melksham Link consultation

It was agreed that Dr Mike Rodd of the Kennet & Avon Canal 
Trust and James Young, Business Development Manager for 
British Waterways South West Waterways would speak at the 
group’s next regular meeting on 4th May and this part of the 
meeting would be public and form part of the consultation 
exercise.  Colin and Miriam to check venue availability.



Melksham Link consultation (continued)

Colin and Miriam to compile questions from previous and other 
surveys for consideration for inclusion.  Guidance on conducting 
the survey would be sought and venues involved in the 
consultation process would be widely publicised.

It was agreed that displays would be arranged for the Town Hall 
and Berryfield primarily and the following would also be 
considered:

Library
Selwood Housing events
Fêtes
Supermarkets (Sainsbury’s and Waitrose)

It was agreed that Open Days would be considered for Berryfield 
and Semington.

Ian emphasised the importance of involving other groups who 
were obvious potential users of the canal and it was agreed that 
the following would be specifically invited to participate:

Canoe Club
Sustrans
Walking groups
Fishermen (Avon Angling Club?)
Any other groups that come to mind

Chris suggested that Wiltshire Wildlife Trust should have the 
opportunity to contribute to the consultation process. Bill Jenman 
will be contacted.

Colin referred to drawings showing suggested detail of the Link 
route projected on the screen. He emphasised that these were only 
suggestions to encourage the thought process.and explained that 
they would be circulated to members via email.

Date of next meeting

Suggested dates for the next consultation meeting were 13th and 
15th April.  Consensus to be sought via email but 15th looked 
favourite.


